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In spite of the fact that reading is the most important
skill of all for most students of English throughout the world,
it is a skill that has been much neglected in the audio-lingual
tradition of language teaching. Reading was considered de-
coding speech written down , a skill which would naturally
transfer from a command of the oral skills which were the
major focus of audio-lingual programs. We now believe that
the spoken and written forms of a language differ qualita-
tively, both in syntax and in vocabulary , and if we want our
students to be able to read, we must teach them to do so.l
I have quoted the above text verbatim because I think it points out two
basic assumptions which language teachers tend to make and on which
they base their teaching. The assumptions are these: that if students
have a greater command of the oral language they would therefore be
better readers. and that reading skills come naturally as a result of oral
practice.. As teachers. we have had students who have had a very g∞d
command of the oral language, but were poor readers. We may have
also had students who were very good readers, but, for various reasons
did not exhibit exceptional verbal ability. Reading skills are not neces-
sarily dependent upon oral skills, nor are they a natural result of them,
How do we as teachers, specifically, teachers of Chinese students
at the intermediate level of English, go about teaching these skills to
our students?
Reading in any language involves the abilityJof the eye to see and
the brain to interpret the graphic symbols as meaningful units. These
units are predetermined by a particular culture for that particular
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